WheatonNow 1.12 user guide

Changesin 1.12

Overview

New features:
e Full image caching in addition to data caching

e Tweaked news and calendar tabs (to show more content _
in listing tabs, provide better layout for date and BB von 10/11: Party Clouay

Low: 50°F High: 68°F

descriptions, etc)

Tue 10/12: Rain

e Added weather forecast description (in addition to icon) 8 EsTF HghIE
Wed 10/13: Sunny

e Tweaked visual presentation of weather tab overall e G
e Full support for all orientations Thu 10/14: Partly Cloudy

Low: 48°F High: 57°F

o Fri 10/15: Rain
| Low: 44°F High: 56°F

Bug fixes:

e garbled title in weather tab

e missing weather images could cause crash

e Fixed disabling of refresh button on cancel of reload on all
tabs

e Fixed crash in settings tab scrolling

The WheatonNow app allows you to quickly load and search the
news and events of Wheaton College (MA). While the college
website contains all the same information that this app presents, it
can take a bit of effort to find it all.

This app makes it easy to see what is going on in sports and events
all in one place. It loads various news and calendar feeds from

around the college website (over 30 and counting) and synthesizes
them into a unified list of news and calendar events. Once loaded, the information is searchable
by keywords or content from the events and news items. The amount of information retrieved
and stored is configurable, allowing you to manage both how much memory to take up on your
phone and how much data you actually need to send/receive (the days of unlimited data plans
are slowly dying).

The app supports iOS 4, including fast app switching (but also supports 3.X devices well by
caching information and restoring your previous state when reloaded, which is still necessary on
iPads).

The app provides four tabs: weather, events, news and settings. The weather tab provides 5
days worth of weather from the national weather service. The events tab shows events



happening on campus (both items from the main calendar and sports schedules). The news tab
shows news articles from all athletics news feeds as well as the main web site news feed and the
Wheaton Wire. The settings tab allows you to set how much information you want to load, and

the types of news and events to include.

The rest of this guide describes how to get the most out of this application.

weather
The weather tab displays the current forecast for Norton provided by the national weather

service. The information in this tab can be refreshed at will by using the refresh button in the

upper right.

events
The events tab displays a list of upcoming events on campus. The app shows all types of
calendar events (like concerts, special lectures as well as upcoming athletics events, all in one
unified list. The amount of event information can be set (1 day, 1 week, 2 weeks, 1 month) and
defaults to 2 weeks (this can be changed in the settings tab). The event list supports searching
on the event title (the search button in the upper left), as well as its description and keywords
(like "sports", "news", "lecture", etc). The information in this tab can be refreshed at will by

using the refresh button in the upper right (this means pulling the feed from the server again,

and totally refreshing the list).
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Event listing, with floating Event searching using
date headers words from the
descriptions

Clicking on an event will display its detailed description (see below left). In the upper right of the
detail display is an email button, which allows you to send the details of the event to whomever

you choose (see below right).
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Tuesday, October 12
3:00 PM

Women's Soccer on Oct 12, 2010 at 3:00
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Send the event via email
within the app

Event display showing
detailed event information

news
The WheatonNow news tab displays a list of news articles. The app shows both “normal” news
articles (from the college’s main news feed) as well as athletics articles, all in one unified list.
The amount of news information can be set (1-3 months) and defaults to 1 month (this can be
changed in the settings tab). Depending on the type of news feed, the article might be
presented directly, or via a link to the full article on the web site.

The news list supports searching on the article title, as well as its description and keywords (like

“sports”, “ volleyball”, etc).

”

news”,

|”

The screen shots below examples of using the events list:
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Lyons drop pair to Kean and
UMass-Boston in non-league
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News searching using
keyword

Wheaton returns home and posts 2-
0 league win following long road trip e

News listing



the Mars Center for
@9 Science and
Technology will be
bolted into place on
Wednesday, Sept. 1, and
Wheaton's campus community
plans to mark this important
milestone.

Students, faculty, staff members,
alumnae/i and friends will be g
signing their names to the final 3

steel beam to be hoisted up into 2010 field hockey

the building's superstructure. The .
News article direct display Linked news article from
the website

settings
The settings tab allows you control how much information the app

downloads (saving you time and data charges).

Calendar event settings

Days to load: 14 >
calendar days gyeloida
. Away games events: Hide >
Number of days of calendar entries to download (1, 7, 14, 30).
Keywords >
Show away games News settings
. . Al % short attention span »
Whether to show away games in the calendar list. Note that games at mount pan
Keywords >

tournaments can’t be reliably marked as home/away, so sometimes
Cache settings

there will be away tournaments listed even if the “show away games”

Days to keep cached data: 2>

switch is turned off.

calendar event keywords
Calendar keywords to include/exclude in the events tab. Any events

which have keywords which are turned off will not be displayed (items

without a check and shown in red are turned off; those with a check academic v

shown in green are turned on). admission v
arts v

Note that some events are encoded with multiple keywords, for —

instance, a scheduled volleyball match would have keywords "sports", msoal merie)

"schedule" and "volleyball (women's)". Turning off the keyword R

"volleyball (women's)" will hide all volleyball events. However, turning Bediidibaili oy

off the "sports" and "schedule" keywords will hide all sports schedule o y

events (including volleyball). The filtering of keywords will not happen

until after you return to the settings tab by clicking the settings button
in the upper left. Also note that changing the keyword filters will not prevent the filtered out
entries from being retrieved; they are just not displayed until the keyword entry is turned off.



news amount
Amount of news to load. The actual amount of news in each category I SETNgS

will vary based on the amount of news available. In general, the actual Nowe sottngs
amounts will be something like: Amount: >
Keywords >

e “short attention span” —about a week {
Cache settings
“" H )
e “news junkie” —about 2 weeks Days to keep cached data: >
e “historian” —about a month About WheatonNow

Help and support...
news keywords

News keywords to include in the news tab. Any news articles which

Version:

have keywords which are turned off will not be displayed. Note that
some events are encoded with multiple keywords. The filtering of keywords will not happen
until after you return to the settings tab by clicking the “settings” button in the upper left. Also,
note that changing the keyword filters will not prevent the filtered entries from being retrieved
from the server; they are just not displayed until the filter is turned off.

Cache days to keep data
The previous news and event scope settings (calendar days and news months) determine how
much information is retrieved and stored by the app. The cache days setting tells the app how
long to hold onto the source data before going back to the server to get a refreshed copy. This
setting applies to all server retrievals (including weather). The caching behavior can be
suppressed by choosing the “always get latest” option. This will cause every load of the
application to request the freshest data from the server. Note that you can choose to manually
refresh any tab data with the refresh button in the upper right corner.

Multitasking and server data loading
The app is iOS 4 compatible, which means that it supports fast app switching. If you switch away
from the app, then the next time you run it, if iOS did not need to remove the app from memory
(to run some other app which needed the memory), then the state of the application is exactly
as you left it. The various tabs will not refresh; everything just picks up from the same point
before you switched away.

If running in an earlier version of the operating system (like the on the iPad or 3.X iPhones),
then the app will still be able to reset its state by restoring the tab you were last on and
refreshing the tabs from the most recently cached data (unless, of course you choose a cache
setting of “always get latest”, in which case the app has no choice but to do a refresh from the
server. However, the last tab you viewed should be set correctly when you return.



